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WHEN ARCHITECT ERIC MASTERSON STAMPS HIS WOODEN WALKING STICK LIPON THE GROUND, IT 1S TRANSFORMED 
INTO A MYSTICAL WEAPON CALLED THUNDERSTRIKE! ARMED WITH INCREDIBLE POWERS, MASTERSON WORKS TO. 
PROVE THAT ONE MANMUST MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECALISE THIS WORLD STILL NEEDS HEROES! STANLEE PRESENTS ... 
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hhat is your favorite memory of collecting comics 
from when you were a child? 
Jeff Albrecht (X-MEN ADVENTURES inker): “My favorite memo- 


ty of collecting comics when | was a kid was finding a back issue 
of the FANTASTIC FOUR in some obscure comic book store that 
Was about as well-organized as your family junk drawer!” 
Ralph Cabrera (MORBIUS inken}: “One that | remember is meet- 
ing Jim Shooter at a convention backiin 1978. 1 also got to meet 
Zeck. John Byrne was there, as well, and it was the first 
time he ever talked to me. ll never forget his words. He sald, 
“Hey, kid — get out of my light!” 
Rob Tokar (NEW WARRIORS editor): "| ordered a comic from 
Cookie Crisp cereal, it turned out to be a really hot collector's 
issue, It was an issue | missed on the stands — the one where 
Spider-Man changed his costum 
Mark McKenna (PUNISHER inker):“My favorite childhood mem= 
ories are of Mary Jane Watson! She would just make my hor- 
ones go into overdrive! it's weird having a fixation on a cartoon 
character, but the way John Romita drew her was spectacular!” 
Reagie Jones (penciler of “Vengeance” in MARVEL COMICS 
PRESENTS): “My favorite childhood memory of collecting 
‘comics is from 1976. Stan Lee did a signing at a book shop in 
London. | was 14, and | was there in my school uniform, | stood 
in the rain for three hours with my mates. The signing was sup- 
posed to end at 7:00, but there were still hundreds of people in 
ling, Stan stayed until the last person got an autograph. | still 
femember the comic he signed for me — it was CAPTAIN 
BRITAIN #1!" 
Nick Napolitano (MORBIUS pencilen: “At the age of 15, | met 
‘Alex Saviuk, who was (and stl is) drawing WEB OF SPIDER- 
MAN. | went crazy with my allowance and bought three pages of 
‘original art from him, One of them was a big Hobgoblin splash. 
page! He was really nice to me. He was the first person that real- 
Iy made working in comics a reality to me." 
Lynaire Brust (assistant editor): "My grandfather and all my 
tuncles worked at a paper mill, They used to bring home comics 
for me and my sisters to read. (My sister Debra just joined the 
Marvel staff) But we always had to give them back, because the 
paper had been sold! My favorite was the Hulk, since he was on 
‘TWatthe time!” 
Graig Anderson (SILVER SURFER editor): “Probably the thing | 
remember most is those terrific monster stories by Jack Kirby 
and Steve Ditko from the fifties. | was pre-super-hero! And then 
I discovered girs” 
Kelly Corvese (editor) "| used to collect Teen Titans. | could only 
afford one comic, since | had a $1.50 a week allowance. | would 
walk for 2 and 1/2 miles on the backroads of Hershey, Pennsyl- 
vania to @ comic shop. I'd walk two hours just to read one comic 
Book! | did this for five years!" 
Fred Harper (OR. STRANGE inker): "l remember copying pic- 
tures out of the comics — the action shots! Gonan was my 
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(Once a year all of Marvel's ecitors steal away from the office for 
a few days to attend an editorial retreat, Our purpose —to hang 
loose, bond with each other, play wallyball, and — oh, yes—dis- 
cuss things we often don't have time to delve into in our work 
cchocked days on the job, You know, things like our publishing phi- 
lesophy and how to improve the entire line. 
I thought 'd share with you my notes on one of the topics we 
discussed. Aspiring comic writers, take special note, 
"What Every Good Marvel Story Should Have” 
4. Interesting characters 
2 Events propelled by the characters’ speci actions and 
reactions 
3. Mult-leVel conflicts (physicaV/emotional/mental/spiritual/ 
symbolic, ec.) 
4. Character revealed by decisive actions and tough decisions 
5, Character development/growth/progression 
6, Visual, action-oriented stories 
7. Sense of wonder 
8. Resolutions with the sense of hope 
9. Insight into some aspact of the human condition 
10. Some unique element — something never before seen 
‘There itis. A blueprint for doing stories the way Marvel likes. 
them. Am] worred that now everyone knows the secret and can 
‘capture the Marvel magic at wil?_Nah, we came up with yet 
‘another top ten list, “What Really Good Marvel Stories Should 
Have,” and its totally different from the abovel 
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Mythter Editor, 

The cover to THUNDERSTRIKE 
#7 was simple, dramatic, effective and 
familiar. Am | having @ crisis? Nico 
homage, Flon. 

‘The death in the line of duty that 
‘struck Code:Blue was sad but inevitable— 
well written too. Nothing increases the 
villainy of a character than causing the 
death of a noble supporting character. 
This tragedy certainly brought out the 
‘warrior in Eric. 

Factor in Nick Fury and his 
involvement in the holy war and you have 
produced another winner, 

Keith Pollard did a great job when 
he was on THOR (between the Kirby era 
and the Simonson era) so of course his 
art is welcome on this ttle. 

And it came out only two weeks 
alter #61 Wowi! 

Bill Hall 
556 Main St. 
Cromwell, CT 06457 


Like we promised In issue #6, 
We're getting the book back on sched- 
ule! We're glad you enjoyed Keith's 
efforts in issue #7, although we think 
his work would look good in any book! 


Dear Thunderstruck Team; 

lve composed about six of these 
letters but never sent them. | finally have 
to. 

I'm a reader. (Captain Obvious 
strikes again!) Want my opinion? Here it 
is-tet him know that his father is running, 
around playing superhero. Why? 
Because Kevin is mature enough to 
know, smart enough to tell the secret to, 
and it would relieve some of the pressure 
on him and Erie both. Eric would have 
‘someone to confide in, and Kevin would 
understand why Dad says he's busy right 
now oF all he gets when he calls is the 
answering machine. 

Question #1: Are Eric and Marcie 
getting back together soon? | hope so. .. 
{and Eric could tell Marcie, too, that he's 
Off saving the world, which is basically the 
While reason for their divorce), 

Question #2: WHY DID You 
GUYS KILL OFF THE ONLY 
CODE:8LUE MEMBER (CHARACTER) 
THAT | LIKED READING ABOUT?12!_ if 
you're going to kill off somebody, please 
kill off somebody with an attitude. That 
way Stone could feel guilty about yelling 
at them all the time, and try to make up 
{or it by helping Thunderstrike catch the 
killer, and we could sea how human the 
Quy really is, etc. ... | realize that if this 
‘were real life, half of them would elther by 
Very good or extra crispy, take your pick, 
but it seems like Jackson was the only 
‘one who acted as though this weren't 
Some stupid good guy/bad guy game. 
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Question #3: Is Bobby Steele men- 
tally ill, taking some illegal drug, 
Bloodaxe, or all three? 

‘Question #4: Will we ever find out? 

Well, that about wraps it up. Your 
comic is almost the best--keep up the 
good work and I'l be here in fourteen 
days to catch up on Eric's life. THANK 
You! 

Jennifer Dwyer 
(Address withheld by request) 


It you read issue #8, Jennit. 
‘then you know that it won't be so easy 
for Eric to reveal his identity to either 
Marcie or Kevin. Of course, after the 
‘events of this Issue, sharing his secrot 
with anyone would probably be a bad 
idea. 

The death of Jackson was obv- 
ously as traumatic an event for you as 
It'was for the members of Code:Blue 
Rather than bemoan his fate, It would 
‘be best to remember him for the hero 
that he was, 

Bobby Steele mentally iI? Nah. 
On illegal drugs? He was, but no 
longer. Bloodaxe? No comment. 

The truth about Bloodaxe will be 
revealed ... someday. 


Dear Thunderstrikes, 

Who or what is Tantalus? Okay, 
80 he lives beneath Manhattan and has 
some real power. He's really ugly too. 
He makes for an interesting foe; | just 
wish I knew what he was, 

For some reason, I've never really 
cared for Nick Fury and | hope that he 
won't be around very often. Stellaris 
however should prove to add the humor 
needed to balance Eric's seriousness. 

One of the things | really enjoyed 
about this issue was that Code:Blue 
played a big role in taking Pandara down, 
Far too many heroes are a dime a dozen 
and we tend to forget about the men and 
women in blue, who ara willing to lay their 
lives on the line. Page 29 was really 
touching in demonstrating that, 

Now we will see how well Eric 
yonds under some real pressure. | 
think Moon Knight should guest-star to 
help track down Eric's son (or someone 
else). | can't really think of any other 
detective of considerable skill, or any real 
detective at all. 
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As usual, the writing was realy 
good and Keith's interiors were outstand- 
ing. You billed Thunderstrike as a hero of 
the nineties, and he definitely is. Keep up 


the excellent work. | stil want to see a 
Spider-Woman team-up please, 

Sincerely, 

Steven Leitman 

4119 91st Ave. #2 


Glad you liked Keith Pollard 
work, Steven-we think he's one of the 
most underrated guys in the business. 
In fact, we think he's so great that 
we've put him to work right away on 
Issue #11 and If that weren't enough, 
Mr. P.'s has started on a speci 
BLACKWULF project-wherein you'll 
find some of those answers about 
Tantalus. 


Dear Ralph and Mat, 

Bravol THUNDERSTRIKE #7 was 
another winner. Tom's writing was solid 
and moving as usual, and Keith Pollard's 
‘quest turn on pencils was wonderful to 
508. 

The death of Jackson was surpris- 
ing, and | look forward to seeing the reac- 
tions of some of the members of 
Code:Blue. 

Okay, | can't resist: is Bloodaxe 
really Stone? He defends the law, just 
like Bloodaxe, and he has no great love 
for Thunderstrike, Am I right? 

Bill Gorich 
(Address withheld by request) 


‘Stone is not Bloodaxe, since he 
didn’t have an invitation to Eric's party. 
Of course, he may have been so bitter 
that he chose to wield the axe of blood 


